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KEY POINTS 
� In 2024, a series of legislative reforms introduced key changes in family reunifcation, reception, 

statelessness, and return. 

� At regional level, all federated entities revamped their policy and legislative frameworks governing access 
to the labour market. 

� A dedicated monitoring unit was introduced to strengthen data collection, coordination and forecasting 
across the asylum chain. 

OVERARCHING AND CROSS-
CUTTING CHANGES 

In early 2024, the former Secretary of State for Asylum 
and Migration presented a project to create a Migration 
Code.1 It intended to codify, modernise, and reform 
primary legislation governing migration and asylum, 
namely the Immigration Act and the Reception Act. The 
Migration Code was developed in collaboration with 
relevant stakeholders and was under government review 
for discussion in ministerial cabinets throughout 2024. 

In parallel, a series of key reforms were adopted in 
asylum and migration, notably family reunifcation, 
reception, statelessness, and return. A dedicated chain 
monitoring unit was established in May 2024 within the 
Federal Public Service (FPS) Home Afairs. Comprising 
representatives from the key bodies involved in the 
asylum chain, the unit aims to inform policy and 
operational decisions with real-time data and evidence-
based insights, covering aspects ranging from workload 
in asylum services to reception capacity, and enabling 
the anticipation of future scenarios, such as changes 

1  Full text of Migration Code not publicly available. See: https://www.nicoledm.be/nieuw_wetboek_gecontroleerde_migratie 

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=07-05-07&numac=2007002066
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=07-05-07&numac=2007002066
https://www.nicoledm.be/nieuw_wetboek_gecontroleerde_migratie
https://www.nicoledm.be/nieuw_wetboek_gecontroleerde_migratie
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in applications for international protection in Belgium. 
Following the June 2024 elections, new governments 
were formed in the German-speaking Community, 
Wallonia, and Flanders, each introducing new political 
commitments on integration and economic migration of 
third-country nationals. 

LEGAL MIGRATION 
In 2024, all three regions (Wallonia, Flanders, Brussels-
Capital) and the German-speaking Community 
implemented new legislation on labour migration.2 

The reforms varied in scope but shared the common 
objectives of addressing labour shortages, contributing 
to the attractiveness and competitiveness of regional 
labour markets, introducing new safeguards for foreign 
employees, lightening the administrative burden, and 
ensuring greater legal certainty for employers and 
administrations. Some regions further implemented 
European Union (EU) directives, such as the Blue Card 
Directive (2021/1883/EU) and the Seasonal Workers 
Directive (2014/36/EU). 

At federal level, a new law adopted in March 2024 aimed 
to combat abuse and bring Belgian legislation in line with 
EU jurisprudence. It introduced a number of important 
changes to family reunifcation, including extending 
the categories of migrants who need to wait at least 
two years before they can be joined by a new spouse or 
partner. 

Enabel, the Belgian agency for international cooperation, 
continued to develop legal pathways for labour mobility. 
Enabel’s THAMM project (with Morocco and Tunisia) 
and the GSP Care/Soins project (with Morocco) aimed 
to promote mutually benefcial labour mobility in key 
sectors like healthcare. Entrepreneurial mobility was 
supported through short-term schemes such as PEM 
WECCO (Senegal) and PEM N’Zassa (Côte d’Ivoire), which 
fostered over 65 business partnerships and encouraged 
private investment. These initiatives applied the Global 
Skills Partnership model to align labour market needs 
with skills development and economic cooperation. 

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION 
In 2024, Belgium saw continued growth in applications for 
international protection (39 510 applications)3, increasing 
the pressure on reception facilities. To manage the infux 
and backlog, the ofce of the Commissioner General 
for Refugees and Stateless Persons (CGRS) recruited 
additional staf, introduced fast-track procedures, and 
explored new cross-cutting working methods to support 

2 One new legislation per region, in addition to an intra-federal cooperation agreement: 
Intra-federal Cooperation Agreement 
Flanders 
Brussels-Capital 
Wallonia 
German-speaking Community 

3 Figure provided by Eurostat. Belgian Immigration Ofce fgure: 39 615. 

case handling. Several measures were taken to increase 
reception capacity by creating new places or reducing the 
length of stay in the reception network. 

TEMPORARY PROTECTION 
AND OTHER MEASURES IN 
RESPONSE TO RUSSIA’S WAR OF 
AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE 

No signifcant developments in 2024. 

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND 
OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS 

Initiatives sought to streamline and expedite the 
registration and correct identifcation of unaccompanied 
minors. The Immigration Ofce and the Guardianship 
Service enhanced their cooperation to improve the 
identifcation process, focusing on more efcient age 
assessments and better information-sharing. A ‘fast lane’ 
system was introduced for minors with manifest doubts 
about their status to quickly address questionable claims 
and ensure more accurate processing. Measures were also 
taken to resolve the backlog of unaccompanied minors 
waiting to be appointed a guardian, including recruiting 
and improving the status of guardians. 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 INTEGRATION AND 
INCLUSION OF MIGRANTS 

The Walloon government revised its integration strategy 
to prioritise labour market integration, including ofering 
training for in-demand professions. It also extended the 
time limit for newcomers to complete the integration 
course from 18 months to three years from the time 
of requesting a residence permit at their municipality 
of residence. It expanded exemptions to individuals 
with medical conditions, primary caretakers, those in 
professional training, and benefciaries of temporary 
protection (BoTP). Newcomers with an A2 level of French 
were exempt from language courses, while those with 
lower profciency could attend citizenship training in 
a language they understood. In Flanders, the Agency 
for Integration and Civic Integration launched a pilot 
project allowing future newcomers to start the civic 
integration programme in their country of origin. The 
project targeted individuals from Arabic-speaking 
countries, providing online social orientation courses 
and a trajectory counsellor to help participants to 

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/legal-migration-resettlement-and-integration/work/eu-blue-card_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/legal-migration-resettlement-and-integration/work/eu-blue-card_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/legal-migration-resettlement-and-integration/work/seasonal-workers-directive_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/legal-migration-resettlement-and-integration/work/seasonal-workers-directive_en
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article.pl?language=nl&sum_date=2024-08-22&lg_txt=n&caller=sum&s_editie=1&2024005947=2&numac_search=2024005947&view_numac=
https://open.enabel.be/fr/MAR/2460/p/towards-a-holistic-approach-to-labour-migration-governance-and-labour-mobility-in-north-africa.html
https://www.migrationpartnershipfacility.eu/mpf-projects/72-the-global-skills-partnership-serving-talents-in-the-care-sector-gsp-soins/preview
https://open.enabel.be/en/SEN/2481/2558/u/le-projet-pem-wecco-reinvente-la-mobilite-entrepreneuriale-entre-le-senegal-et-la-belgique.html
https://open.enabel.be/en/SEN/2481/2558/u/le-projet-pem-wecco-reinvente-la-mobilite-entrepreneuriale-entre-le-senegal-et-la-belgique.html
https://open.enabel.be/en/CIV/2516/p/human-mobility-project-for-entrepreneurial-mobility-between-ivory-coast-and-belgium.html
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-03-26&numac=2024002652
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=nl&caller=summary&pub_date=24-03-28&numac=2024002983
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-03-19&numac=2024001045
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-08-12&numac=2024007847
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-03-20&numac=2024201295
https://www.integratie-inburgering.be/nl/buitenland
https://www.integratie-inburgering.be/nl/buitenland
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prepare for integration and complete the programme 
more quickly upon arrival. The Brussels-Capital Region 
launched a bilingual civic integration programme 
for newcomers, allowing them to choose between a 
Dutch-language programme by the Flemish Agency 
or a bilingual programme ofered by the Common 
Community Commission (COCOM). It adopted its frst 
Code for equality, non-discrimination, and diversity, 
which consolidated existing laws and introduced new 
provisions, including measures and policies supporting 
families. It paid special attention to single parenthood, 
stronger penalties for failing to present certifcates of 
registration or complete programmes by the deadline, 
and recognition of multiple discrimination. 

CITIZENSHIP AND 
STATELESSNESS 

From September 2024, stateless persons could request 
a residence permit on the grounds of statelessness 
through a new administrative procedure, managed 
by the Immigration Ofce, with input from the CGRS. 
In parallel, from August 2024, stateless persons were 
granted the same family reunifcation rights and benefts 
as benefciaries of international protection (BIPs). 

SCHENGEN GOVERNANCE 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 
IN BORDER MANAGEMENT 
AND VISA POLICIES 

In 2024, Belgium made signifcant legal advancements 
in immigration and border management. A Royal 
Decree was issued to prepare for the entry/exit system 
(EES), outlining national rules for authority access and 
reporting procedures. The European Travel Information 
and Authorisation System (ETIAS) Law created the 
Belgian ETIAS National Unit, while the Royal Decree 
on the Schengen Information System (SIS) clarifed the 
national access list and procedures for SIS alerts. These 
developments aligned with the European regulations to 
enhance border security and migration management. 
Another law expanded the competence of the European 
Border and Coast Guard (Frontex) within the national 
territory, allowing Frontex members to be deployed at 
border controls and to act as escorts during the forced 
return of foreigners. 

IRREGULAR MIGRATION 
In 2024, Belgium launched several online information 
campaigns and completed an awareness campaign in 
Guinea, to raise awareness and inform potential migrants 
on the dangers of irregular migration. 

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS 
In 2024, two new laws took efect to reduce opportunities 
for trafcking in human beings and protect vulnerable 
workers. The Law on the Establishment of a Municipal 
Integrity Investigation empowered municipalities 
to investigate businesses suspected of covering up 
organised crime, including trafcking in human beings. 
The Law on Sex Work under Employment Contracts 
required employers to obtain prior authorisation under 
strict conditions to hire sex workers and subjected 
non-compliant employers to severe penalties, as well as 
possible prosecution for ofences such as exploitation 
or trafcking in human beings. A number of measures 
raised awareness of trafcking in human beings, such 
as producing brochures for hotel staf in the Brussels-
Capital Region and its periphery, and for diplomatic staf 
in Belgian representations abroad. Belgium also increased 
its eforts to combat child sexual exploitation, with the 
launch of a pilot project testing new software to detect 
suspicious digital exchanges related to prostitution, with 
a particular focus on minors. 

RETURN AND READMISSION 
The new Law of 12 May 2024 on a proactive return policy 
introduced a number of changes to the return framework 
for foreigners without legal residence in Belgium. It 
required individuals to cooperate with the competent 
authorities carrying out return, removal, transfer, or 
expulsion procedures. The law also mandated that 
authorities must inform foreigners about the cooperation 
obligation, the consequences of refusal, and the return or 
expulsion measure. 

The law included a provision prohibiting the detention 
of families with minor children in closed centres and 
expanded the range of competent escorts involved in the 
return process. It also provided a legal basis for individual 
case management (ICAM) coaching, specifying the 
consequences for individuals who fail to cooperate. The 
law formalised the creation of ‘open return places’ within 
certain Federal Agency for the Reception of Asylum 
Seekers (Fedasil) collective reception facilities. 

MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
In 2024, Belgium strengthened the link between 
migration and development through several targeted 
initiatives. Belgium supported a programme in the Sahel, 
implemented by IOM in Mali, to enhance the resilience 
of displaced populations through sustainable natural 
resource management and improved migration data. 
Belgium partnered with IOM Belgium and Luxembourg 
to continue the O-remit project, aimed at improving 
remittance services and fostering diaspora investment 
in 14 partner countries. Enabel, the Belgian agency 
for international cooperation, launched the MIRECAM 

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-04-19&numac=2024003444
https://dofi.ibz.be/fr/themes/international-protection/demande-pour-apatridie
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-09-18&numac=2024007556
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-09-18&numac=2024007556
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/arrete/2024/06/17/2024006478/moniteur
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-06-10&numac=2024005535
https://etaamb.openjustice.be/fr/loi-du-15-janvier-2024_n2024000706.html
https://etaamb.openjustice.be/fr/loi-du-15-janvier-2024_n2024000706.html
https://etaamb.openjustice.be/fr/loi-du-03-mai-2024_n2024202750.html
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article_body.pl?language=fr&caller=summary&pub_date=24-07-10&numac=2024006654
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/news/joint-pilot-initiative-aims-strengthen-resilience-climate-change-six-sahelian-states
https://belgium.iom.int/o-remit
https://open.enabel.be/en/MRT/2791/p/integration-socio-economique-a-base-agropastorale-des-personnes-deplacees-et-des-communautes-hotes-dans-le-hodh-el-chargui.html


 

 
 

 

 
 

4 EMN Country Factsheet: BELGIUM 

project in Mauritania to support the inclusion of 
displaced persons through agro-pastoral activities. 
Enabel also initiated two reintegration projects: MIGRET 
in Côte d’Ivoire and AMIS in Guinea, both focused on 
strengthening institutional capacity for the sustainable 
reintegration of returning migrants. 

STATISTICAL ANNEX 
The statistical annex available on the next pages 
complements the Country Factsheet and provides an 
overview of the latest available statistics for Belgium on 
aspects of migration and international protection. It was 
prepared by Eurostat and it is organised in ten thematic 
sections, including legal residence, temporary protection, 
asylum, unaccompanied minors, integration, irregular 
migration, return and visas. The dashboard-like layout of 
the annex allows comparability across countries as well as 
simultaneous visualisation of diferent indicators. 

The data presented in the annex regard third-country 
nationals, which means persons who are not EU 
citizens, including stateless persons. The data mostly 
cover the period from 2021 to 2024. Since 2024 data 
were not available at the time of publication for certain 
datasets, in these cases the period 2021-2023 is covered. 

Exceptionally, the monthly data on temporary protection 
covers the period until March 2025. The data were 
extracted between 6 to 10 June 2025. The manuscript 
was completed in June 2025. The Eurostat website is 
constantly being updated. Therefore, it is likely that 
fresher data will have become available since the data 
was extracted for the production of this publication. 
An online data code available under each fgure can be 
used to directly access the most recent data on Eurostat’s 
website. 

For some indicators, data are rounded at the source. Due to 
this, in some cases, the sum of percentages or of individual 
values might not add up to 100 or to the total value. 

A ‘How to read the statistical annex’ guide, describing each 
individual chart and providing links to the data sources, is 
available here. 

https://open.enabel.be/en/MRT/2791/p/integration-socio-economique-a-base-agropastorale-des-personnes-deplacees-et-des-communautes-hotes-dans-le-hodh-el-chargui.html
https://open.enabel.be/fr/CIV/2669/p/reintegration-durable-des-personnes-migrantes-de-retour-en-cote-d-ivoire-et-lutte-contre-la-traite.html
https://open.enabel.be/fr/GIN/2682/p/accompagnement-mobilite-insertion-et-sensibilisation.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
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LEGAL MIGRATION AND MOBILITY 

Third-country nationals, 1 January 2021–2024 
Share of the total population in % (and the absolute number) 

2021 4.5% (516 585) 

2022 4.6% (530 883) 

2023 5.2% (607 330) 

2024 5.4% (637 087) 

0 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7%

Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz) 

Age structure of nationals and third-country nationals, 1 January 2024 
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 Blue: male  Green: female 
Solid colour: third-country nationals 

Bordered: nationals Note: stateless persons are not included in the calculations. 
Source: Eurostat (demo_poppcctz) 

First residence permits issued to third-country nationals, 2021–2023  
Number per 1 000 people (and the absolute number) 

2021 5.5 (63 504) 

2022 5.9 (68 522) 

2023 6.3 (74 366) 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfrst, demo_gind and migr_respop) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/470662f5-f812-4170-99f0-59ca3f383beb?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/82515db2-13af-492b-904d-b3e9b620e46a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/e14e32d4-5154-4ac9-965d-c9a03d70076a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/9eba51a6-ace2-4876-a9a0-b75cbc00c0eb?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ba877c80-744b-477d-82a5-68027661268e?lang=en
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Top 3 countries whose citizens received frst residence permits, 2021–2023 
Absolute number (and the share in total number) 

Morocco 6 223 (9.8%) 

Syria 3 496 (5.5%) 2021 

India 3 062 (4.8%) 

Morocco 6 756 (9.9%) 

2022 Türkiye 3 993 (5.8%) 

India 3 794 (5.5%) 

Morocco 7 020 (9.4%) 

2023 Syria 4 600 (6.2%) 

Türkiye 4 454 (6.0%) 

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfrst) 

First residence permits issued, distribution by reason or type, 2023 

All permits, Work reason, Other reason, 
by reason by type by detailed reason 
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Refugee and subsidiary 
protection status 48.6% 

Humanitarian status 13.9% 
Residence only 0.2% 

Other (unaccompanied 
minors, victims of trafck-
ing in human beings, and 

not specifed)* 37.3% 

* The list of categories covered may difer from country to country. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_resfrst, migr_resfpc, migr_resocc and migr_resoth) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/03b21348-e277-4653-8402-b5ab195e2c2d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5238baec-f172-4e4e-9774-23ad8a0652a4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ff8293d5-de8a-4dce-9274-377d625aa653?lang=en

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0cd14d74-46e5-4e2f-a475-5eaf04c60652?lang=en

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/2a092e1d-67e0-435d-98cb-647903c82235?lang=en
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INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION INCLUDING ASYLUM 

Asylum applicants by type of application, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people) 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza, demo_gind and migr_asyapp1mp) 

Top 3 countries of citizenship – frst-time asylum applicants, 2021–2024  
Absolute number (and the share in total number of frst-time applicants) 

Total asylum applicants 24 970 (2.2) 

First-time asylum applicants 19 545 (1.7) 

Subsequent applicants 5 425 (0.5) 

Total asylum applicants 36 740 (3.2) 

First-time asylum applicants 32 100 (2.8) 

Subsequent applicants 4 640 (0.4) 

Total asylum applicants 35 160 (3.0) 

First-time asylum applicants 29 260 (2.5) 

Subsequent applicants 5 900 (0.5) 

Total asylum applicants 39 510 (3.3) 

First-time asylum applicants 33 050 (2.8) 

Subsequent applicants 6 460 (0.5) 
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2022 
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2024 

Afghanistan 5 155 (26.4%) 

Syria 1 765 (9.0%) 

Eritrea 1 505 (7.7%) 

Afghanistan 5 760 (17.9%) 

Syria 3 215 (10.0%) 

Burundi 2 720 (8.5%) 

Syria 3 935 (13.4%) 

Palestine* 2 965 (10.1%) 

Afghanistan 2 535 (8.7%) 

Syria 5 340 (16.2%) 

Palestine* 5 330 (16.1%) 

Eritrea 2 325 (7.0%) 
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*This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of the EU countries on this issue. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/89fb42c1-7b7f-41cf-9d24-2d3c57e5699c?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/demo_gind__custom_17165403/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=9eba51a6-ace2-4876-a9a0-b75cbc00c0eb
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/57720f22-82a8-43cd-9df9-cba397c14c6c?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6f908e8f-fcd6-46e0-8c1b-0e98e083b978?lang=en
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First instance asylum decisions by outcome, 2021-2024 

2021 
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 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Rejected 

Year Refugee status 
number (share of total) 

Subsidiary protection status 
number (share of total) 

Humanitarian status 
number (share of total) 

Rejected number 
(share of total) 

    

2021 8 280 (39.4%) 885 (4.2%) - 11 865 (56.4%) 

2022 10 495 (43.7%) 430 (1.8%) - 13 105 (54.5%) 

2023 12 040 (43.2%) 415 (1.5%) - 15 400 (55.3%) 

2024 15 030 (46.9%) 585 (1.8%) - 16 410 (51.2%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta and migr_asydec1pc) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6df769a1-4504-430f-9287-48856f03d805?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ae5a9f12-88e7-4d2c-9a7f-14ea02d8ef97?lang=en
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Top 3 countries of citizenship granted positive asylum decisions at frst instance 
by outcome, 2024  
Absolute number (and the share in total positive decisions; and the recognition rate) 

2024 

Resettled third-country nationals by sex, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total) 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyresa) 

Females 415 (43.7%) Males 535 (56.3%) 

Males 45 (56.3%) 
Females 35 (43.8%) 

Males 
135 (47.4%) 

Females 
150 (52.6%) 

Males 270 (55.7%) Females 215 (44.3%) 
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Palestine* 3 665 (23.5%; 90.8%) 

Syria 2 725 (17.4%; 77.9%) 

Eritrea 2 130 (13.6%; 89.3%) 
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*This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of the EU countries on this issue. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/53393503-47bd-4ad5-bc56-53a10aeb1f93?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1bb0451b-2ca8-4b04-bec5-adc68dc2ab94?lang=en
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Number of positive decisions for third-country nationals, by outcome, 2021–2024 

2021 2022 2023 2024 

20 000

15 000

10 000
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0

 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Resettled persons 

Year Refugee status Subsidiary protection status Humanitarian status Resettled persons 

   

2021 8 875 940 - 950 

2022 10 720 490 - 80 

2023 12 625 480 - 285 

2024 15 820 645 - 485

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta, migr_asydcfna and migr_asyresa) 

TEMPORARY PROTECTION 

Benefciaries of temporary protection by age and sex at the end of March 2025 
Absolute number (and the share of the total) 

Children 
27 580 (30.8%) 

Women 
39 540 (44.2%) 

Men 
22 405 (25.0%) 
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Note: In addition, 25 adults reported with unknown sex. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpsm) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0d6e01ec-2191-48c7-9acc-aef6373c9bc4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6df769a1-4504-430f-9287-48856f03d805?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a60634db-8d3a-4801-836a-2829c263ae34?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7e542e03-347f-445b-824f-b42cbb10e29d?lang=en
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Number of decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from Ukraine 
due to Russia’s invasion, March 2022–March 2025 

2022 

2023 

2024 

2025 

March 26 495 

April 11 030 

May 7 270 

June 4 325 

July 3 155 

August 3 105 

September 2 200 

October 2 095 

November 1 920 

December 1 735 
January 1 560 

February 1 470 

March 1 365 

April 1 035 

May 1 180 

June 1 290 

July 1 370 

August 1 550 
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December 925 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/69f5b7f1-a53b-46d8-a8ec-2b3a9bc3cf5e?lang=en
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Decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from Ukraine due to Russia’s 
invasion by main population groups, March 2022-March 2025 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4a8126a5-7f5d-4e0d-a8a6-6c9edcee4b25?lang=en
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UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 

Unaccompanied minors applying for asylum, 2021–2024 

Number of frst-time asylum applicants (and the share in total number of unaccompanied 
minors in the EU) 
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2021 

2022 
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2024 

3 175 (12.5%) 

3 840 (9.6%) 

2 550 (5.9%) 

2 280 (6.1%) 

Share of all frst-time asylum applicants 
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Share of all frst-time asylum applicants aged less than 18 years 
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Note: The total number of unaccompanied minors in the EU used to calculate the share includes estimated 2024 data for Poland. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_asyumacta and migr_asyappctza) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_asyumacta__custom_17008081/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=3753a162-678b-467a-8c04-8bb8196889a7
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/9242ea0d-f2bf-474a-98d6-a73fdce28904?lang=en
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First instance asylum decisions on applications lodged by unaccompanied minors by outcome, 
2021-2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total) 
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 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Rejected 

Year Refugee status 
number (share of total) 

Subsidiary protection status 
number (share of total) 

Humanitarian status 
number (share of total) 

Rejected number 
(share of total) 

   

2021 285 (46.0%) 155 (25.0%) - 180 (29.0%) 

2022 480 (52.5%) 15 (1.6%) - 420 (45.9%) 

2023 860 (47.4%) 15 (0.8%) - 940 (51.8%) 

2024 865 (62.7%) 25 (1.8%) - 490 (35.5%) 

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyumdcfa) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/14d04296-9eba-4aa4-8984-8bd62970ff15?lang=en
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INTEGRATION 

Integration indicators, 2024  

Education 

Share of tertiary educated 
(levels 5-8), persons aged 25-34 
years 

Participation rate in education 
and training (previous 4 weeks), 
persons aged 25-64 years 

Share of early leavers from 
education and training, persons 
aged 18-24 years 

Third-country nationals 43.5% 
Nationals 51.2% 

Third-country nationals 21.8% 
Nationals 14.4% 

Third-country nationals 17.1% 
Nationals 6.5% 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10
0

Labour market, persons aged 20-64 years 

Employment rate 

Over-qualifcation rate 

Unemployment rate 

Social inclusion 

Share of persons at risk of 
poverty and social exclusion, 
persons aged >= 18 years 

Share of persons living in a 
household with a very low work 
intensity, persons aged 18-64 years 

Share of persons  in severe 
material and social deprivation, 
persons aged >= 18 years 

Third-country nationals 51.3% 
Nationals 73.7% 

Third-country nationals 31.0% 
Nationals 19.7% 

Third-country nationals 16.4% 
Nationals 4.7% 

Third-country nationals 45.9% 
Nationals 15.7% 

Third-country nationals 23.9% 
Nationals 11.4% 

Third-country nationals 21.1% 
Nationals 4.7% 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10
0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10
0

Housing, persons aged  >= 18 years 

Home ownership rate 

Overcrowding rate 

Third-country nationals 28.7% 
Nationals 74.0% 

Third-country nationals 31.4% 
Nationals 3.5% 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10
0

Health, persons aged >= 16 years 

Share of persons who perceive 
their health as very good or 
good 

Self-reported unmet needs for 
medical care 

Third-country nationals 79.1% 
Nationals 74.2% 

Third-country nationals 2.9% 
Nationals 1.8% 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10
0

Source: Eurostat (edat_lfs_9911, trng_lfs_12, edat_lfse_01, lfsa_ergan, lfsa_eoqgan, lfsa_urgan, ilc_peps05n, ilc_lvhl15n, ilc_mdsd15, ilc_lvps15, ilc_lvho15, hlth_silc_24 and hlth_silc_30) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f05e08d0-8e3f-4199-940c-8b71de553518?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/06231f8f-7211-40f2-b835-09f633566889?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b0e584aa-21b6-4b5a-bb6d-db0e483610ee?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/cb454b1e-855a-4d27-8874-d30edf837fc8?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5de31f24-732a-4d0a-8703-8eeddecb91ef?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1f5439bb-b579-4211-af18-25c98e56680d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb592253-2b52-4a8f-a2d7-86006edc1991?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a692e912-4fe0-498a-a6b7-7128f679ff08?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0b56223c-a909-4a95-a74a-022be0495c99?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/cb54a355-779e-42d1-b974-20c710833fdc?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/73b038b5-f02b-4dfa-b0c4-8c3ab12cebef?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a9ce51d0-8c67-4f8d-a9d7-b47b730bc756?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/dfb44abd-e83b-4f2a-bd5d-3a8ed083efa2?lang=en


16 EMN Country Factsheet: BELGIUM 

CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS 

Third-country nationals who acquired citizenship, 2021–2023 
Absolute number (and share of total third-country nationals in the country) 
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28 043 (5.4%) 

33 922 (6.4%) 

38 276 (6.3%) 

Source: Eurostat (migr_acq and migr_pop1ctz) 

Top 3 countries of non-EU citizens acquiring citizenship, 2021-2023 
Absolute number (and the share of all acquisitions by third-country nationals) 

Morocco 3 698 (13.2%) 

Syria 3 385 (12.1%) 

Iraq 1 891 (6.7%) 

Morocco 4 842 (14.3%) 

Syria 3 615 (10.7%) 

Iraq 2 001 (5.9%) 

Morocco 5 289 (13.8%) 

Syria 3 776 (9.9%) 

Afghanistan 2 551 (6.7%) 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_acq) 

Stateless persons and persons with unknown citizenship, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people) 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Stateless 965(0.1) Unknown 24 820 (2.1) 

Stateless 792 (0.1) Unknown 25 970 (2.2) 

Stateless 719 (0.1) Unknown 26 594 (2.3) 

Stateless 692 (0.1) Unknown 24 098 (2.0) 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1b9b3634-fa3e-4650-b5b6-eeb2b47679c4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/772d2ef6-67fe-4ec3-a126-8b218e404cee?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d05343fd-4477-4f8c-817c-5355d8e01875?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4c5057a5-7723-4b70-96c0-504949a2ab5b?lang=en&createdAt=2025-10-02T11:37:10Z
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BORDERS, SCHENGEN AND VISAS 

Schengen uniform short-stay visas issued, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued within the Schengen Area) 

40 471 (1.6%) 

122 300 (2.0%) 

171 222 (2.0%) 

194 673 (2.0%) 
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Note: Uniform short-stay visas (C visas) entitle the holder to stay in the territories of all Schengen States for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. Such visas may be issued 
for the purpose of a single entry or multiple entries. 
Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Afairs 

Top 3 consulate countries where the most Schengen uniform short-stay visas were issued, 
2021–2024 
Number of uniform short-stay visas issued (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued in 
consulate countries) 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

India 5 292 (15.2%) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 4 314 (12.4%) 

Philippines 4 077 (11.7%) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 16 782 (14.4%) 

India 15 302 (13.1%) 

Rwanda 7 006 (6.0%) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 24 142 (14.5%) 

India 20 582 (12.4%) 

China 18 169 (10.9%) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 36 003 (19.1%) 

India 26 556 (14.1%) 

China 18 929 (10.0%) 
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Note: the consulate country might not be the same as the country of citizenship of the visa applicant. 
Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Afairs 

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
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IRREGULAR MIGRATION 

Third-country nationals subject to immigration law enforcement,  2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people) 

Persons refused entry 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

1 140 (0.1) 

1 720 (0.1) 

1 805 (0.2) 

1 840 (0.2) 
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Persons found to be illegally present 
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10 885 (0.9) 

10 965 (0.9) 
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Persons ordered to leave 

24 475 (2.1) 

24 660 (2.1) 
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Persons returned to a third country 
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2024 

2 655 (0.2) 

1 940 (0.2) 

1 960 (0.2) 

2 655 (0.2) 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord, migr_eirtn, migr_eilpop and demo_gind) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/50adcb87-816b-46fb-96bc-c51f6b037b3b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d727fdae-2f76-41ef-acca-d6a32102ee9a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b817c62a-5895-4ff9-b838-bddbaca70ebe?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/554d5a96-2ac5-438e-a94b-a69d194ad3e6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/3a64664d-95c8-4dae-8c0c-ade40b0d8dbe?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ef2b0955-5ced-438a-8416-c777aeb537bb?lang=en
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Top 3 countries of citizenship of third-country nationals subject to immigration law 
enforcement, 2024 
Absolute number (and the share in the respective total) 

Persons refused entry 

Albania 

Kosovo* 

Georgia 

450 (24.5%) 

135 (7.3%) 

105 (5.7%) 
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Persons found to be illegally present 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Brazil 

2 485 (24.5%) 

1 610 (15.9%) 

615 (6.1%) 
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Persons ordered to leave 

Morocco 

Afghanistan 

Algeria 

4 300 (17.4%) 

2 115 (8.6%) 

2 030 (8.2%) 
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Persons returned to a third country 

Albania 

Moldova 

Morocco 

470 (17.7%) 

370 (13.9%) 

265 (10.0%) 
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* Kosovo designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord and migr_eirtn) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7f1eabeb-5c4a-44a6-b24d-623a547419d8?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/e106ee81-b98c-409f-9c18-706c42557da0?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ffa33c93-3493-4c6d-9f82-2699632acbdd?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/315acc72-8564-4205-9beb-d8fd7ac3c0fc?lang=en


 

Number of frst residence permits issued to victims of trafcking in human beings, 2021–2023
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TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS 

Number of third-country nationals victims of trafcking in human beings, 2021-2023 
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Source: Eurostat (crim_thb_vctz) 

Number of frst residence permits issued to victims of trafcking in human beings, 2021–2023 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_resoth) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f25d7296-49bf-4b3b-9fab-1f246eea804b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/950135dc-3813-43de-9709-2f6085d53b98?lang=en
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RETURN AND READMISSION 

Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of return, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total) 

Voluntary return 1 865 (64.4%) 

Enforced return 1 815 (62.1%) Voluntary return 1 110 (37.9%) 

Enforced return 1 575 (68.6%) Voluntary return 
720 (31.4%) 

Enforced return 1 495 (67.8%) Voluntary return 
710 (32.2%) 

Enforced return 1 030 (35.6%) 2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1) 

Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of assistance received, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total) 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Assisted return 2 815 (97.2%) 

Assisted return 2 175 (98.6%) 

Assisted return 2 175 (94.8%) 

Assisted return 2 825 (96.6%) 

Non-assisted 
return 80 (2.8%) 

Non-assisted 
return 30 (1.4%) 

Non-assisted 
return 120 (5.2%) 

Non-assisted 
return 100 (3.4%) 
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Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4494b77a-d81c-4687-95c7-b32f359bf0a5?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4494b77a-d81c-4687-95c7-b32f359bf0a5?lang=en
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