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The Local Relevance of Human Rights
The Case of Human Trafficking



Do human rights offer real protection when disadvantaged groups invoke them at 
the local level in an attempt to improve their living conditions? In response to this 
general concern, we focus on the case of human trafficking, at the local, national and 
international level. Does it help victims of human trafficking to define their case as 
a violation of human rights? How can human rights language on human trafficking 
be introduced in national and international legislations?

	 17:00	 Welcome by Jacques Haers sj, Director of Academic Affairs of ucsia

	 17:10	 Presentation of the book by George Ulrich, Rector of the Riga Graduate School of Law

		  Presentations on Human Trafficking
	 17:30	 Patsy Sörensen, founder and Director of Payoke, a non-governmental organisation focused on assisting 

victims of human trafficking

	 17:50	 Prof. Gert Vermeulen, Director of the Institute for International Research on Criminal Policy (ircp), 
Ghent University 

	 18:10	 Colette De Troy, Director of the European Women’s Lobby (ewl) Observatory on Violence Against Women 

	 18:30	 Response by the editors

		  ·	Prof. Koen De Feyter, Faculty of Law, University of Antwerp

		  ·	Prof. Stephan Parmentier, Research Unit Criminal Law and Criminology, K.U.Leuven

		  ·	Prof. Christiane Timmerman, CeMIS, University of Antwerp

		  ·	Prof. George Ulrich, Riga Graduate School of Law

	 19:00	 Debate with panel, editors and public

	 19:30	 End

	 20:00	 Reception (New Year’s Drink ucsia)

programme book presentation

˘  Discount of 20% for participants book presentation

http://www.cambridge.org/us/knowledge/isbn/item6461265/?site_locale=en_US


The Local Relevance of Human Rights, Cambridge University Press, 2011
Hardback, 408 pages
Series: European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation
isbn:9781107009561
Publication date: October 2011
Publisher’s website

The publication The Local Relevance of Human Rights, edited by Koen De Feyter, 
Stephan Parmentier, Christiane Timmerman and George Ulrich, offers the contri-
butions presented at the international academic conference organised by ucsia in 
October 2008 in collaboration with the University of Antwerp and the European Inter-
University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation (eiuc). 

The authors examine the factors determining how appeals to human rights that 
emanate from the local level become successful. They further research the need for 
updating some of the ideas of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (udhr) in 
the face of local and concrete experiences of injustice.

content

	 1	 Introduction: reconsidering human rights from below

	 2	 Sites of rights resistance

	 3	 Freedom from want revisited from a local perspective: 
evolution and challenges ahead 

	 4	 Relevance of human rights in the ‘glocal’ space of poli-
tics: how to enlarge democratic practice beyond state 
boundaries and build up a peaceful world order? 

	 5	 The local relevance of human rights: a methodological 
approach 

	 6	 Ensuring compliance with decisions by international 
and regional human rights bodies: the case of the Euro-
pean Committee for the Prevention of Torture 

	

	 7	 Building rights-based health movements: lessons from 
the Peruvian experience 

	 8	 Defining human rights when economic interests are 
high: the case of the Western Shoshone 

	 9	 Struggling to localise human rights: the experience of 
indigenous peoples in Chile 

	10	 Enforcing environmental rights under Nigeria’s 1999 
constitution: the localisation of human rights in the 
Niger Delta region 

	 11	 Conflict resolution through cultural rights and cultural 
wrongs: the Kosovo example 

	 12	 Epilogue: widening the perspective on the local relevance 
of human rights

Contributors:	 Rhuks Temitope Ako, José Aylwin, Manuel Calzada Plá, 
Julie Cavanaugh-Bill, Koen De Feyter, María del Mar Bermúdez, 
Michelle Farrell, Felipe Gómez Isa, J. Jaime Miranda,  
Gaby Oré Aguilar, Antonio Papisca, Stephan Parmentier,  
George Ulrich, Lydia Vicente Márquez and Alicia Ely Yamin.

http://www.cambridge.org/us/knowledge/isbn/item6461265/?site_locale=en_US


(name and surname)

(organisation)				    (function)

(address)

  registers for the lecture & book presentation for  person(s)

Please confirm and return the form to: 

ucsia vzw | Marijke Celis, Prinsstraat 14, 2000 Antwerpen 

marijke.celis@ua.ac.be

fax 03-707 09 31 | tel. 03-265 49 60

registration formpractical information

(e-mail)

Thursday 19 January 2012
17:00–19:30 hrs.

University of Antwerp · City Campus
Promotiezaal · Grauwzusters
Lange Sint-Annastraat 7
2000 Antwerp

English

Entrance is free 
Registration is required 
(limited number of seats available)

marijke.celis@ua.ac.be 

www.ucsia.org
tel.: +32 (0)3 265 49 60 

Participants are invited for  
the ucsia New Year’s Drink 
at 20:00 hrs. in Hof van Liere,  
City Campus, University of Antwerp 
(Prinsstraat 13)
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Organised by ucsia in collaboration with the University of Antwerp and the European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation
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Hof van Liere
Prinsstraat 13
2000 Antwerpen

Promotiezaal Grauwzusters
Lange Sint-Annastraat 7
2000 Antwerpen


