
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 Doors open & welcome coffee 

9:00 

  Opening remarks  

• Marian Benbow Pfisterer, Chief of Mission, IOM Country Office for Austria 

• Peter Webinger, Director-General for Migration and International Affairs, Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior 

9:30 
Keynote: The importance of comprehensive approaches to migration partnerships 

• Philippe Leclerc, Director of the Regional Bureau for Europe, UNHCR 

10:15-10:45 – COFFEE BREAK 

Panel I: Migration Diplomacy – How to build strong partnerships 

10:45 

Content:  

The panel will discuss various diplomatic approaches and instruments for establishing Migration Partnerships. Drawing 
from their experiences, the panellists will examine the advantages and challenges of these partnerships and offer insights 
on what makes them successful. 

Input by the moderator:  

• Sandra Lavenex, Professor of European and International Politics, University of Geneva 

Panel discussion: 

• Peter Webinger, Director-General for Migration and International Affairs, Austrian Federal Ministry of the 
Interior  

• Khalid Zerouali, Director of Migration and Border Control, Ministry of Interior, Kingdom of Morocco (tbc) 

• Catherine Northing, Head of International Partnerships Division, Office of Partnerships, Advocacy and 
Communication, IOM (tbc) 

• Johannes Luchner, Deputy Director General for Horizontal Affairs and Migration, Directorate-General for 
Migration and Home Affairs, European Commission 

Q&A with the audience 

12:15-13:15 LUNCH BREAK 

Panel II: Migration Partnerships in the context of global, multi-facetted challenges  

13:15  

Content:  

This panel will explore new ideas on how migration partnerships can sustainably address migration by leveraging its 
potential and managing associated challenges. A particular focus will be given to innovative solutions addressing irregular 
migration, underlining the need for stronger cooperation with key countries along migratory routes. 

Input by the moderator:  

• Tobias Molander, Director for EU and International Migration and Special Representative for External Migration 
Policy, Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior 

Panel discussion: 

• Nicolaj A. Hejberg Petersen, Special Envoy for Migration, Denmark 

• Daniel Thym, Professor of Public Law, European and International Law at the University of Konstanz 

• Representative of an EU country (tbc)  

• Representative of a non-EU country (tbc) 

• Patrick Eba, Deputy Director General from Division of International Protection, UNHCR 

Q&A with the audience 
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14:45-15:15 – COFFEE BREAK 

Panel III: New frameworks for legal migration pathways 

15:15 
 

Content:  

The panel looks at the intersection of Migration Partnerships and labour migration, reflecting on new frameworks for 
regular migration pathways like EU Talent Partnerships, Skills Mobility Partnerships and Bilateral Labour Migration 
Agreements. Topics to be discussed include addressing labour shortages, enhancing skills development, and strategies for 
attracting foreign talent. 

Input by the moderator:  

• Marina Manke, Chief of Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC), Global Data Institute, IOM 

Panel discussion: 

• Pilar Cancela Rodríguez, Secretary of State for Migration, Ministry of Inclusion, Social Security and Migration, Spain 

• Shadrack Mwangolo Mwadime, Principal Secretary of the State Department for Labour and Skills Development, 
Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, Republic of Kenya 

• Maximilian Buchleitner, Head Internationale Fachkräfte-Offensive (IFO), Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 

• Margit Kreuzhuber, Head of WORK in AUSTRIA, Austrian Business Agency 

Q&A with the audience 

16:45 

Final remarks  

• Franziska Kandolf, Deputy Director General for Migration and International Affairs, Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Interior 

17:00 End of the conference  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* DATA PROTECTION NOTICE FOR EXTERNAL IOM EVENTS 
 

The International Organization for Migration (“IOM”, “we”, “us”), as the event organizer, is responsible for handling your personal data collected 
during your participation in this event. When you participate in an event we organize, we may collect and process information related to you as an 
individual (your Personal Data), which may include your name, job title, email address, contact information, photographs and video recordings. We 
require your Personal Data for the purposes of Event Management, Event Follow-up, Event Promotion and Internal Administration to coordinate 
and organize events, to contact you with updates on events and future events, and to raise awareness about events via different media channels. 
We may share your Personal Data with our co-hosts/event partners, third parties engaged to assist us in the organization and coordination of 
events, auditors, third party media outlets, certification bodies and/or with other event participants. You are generally entitled to the rights to 
access, rectify, erase, or object to the processing of your Personal Data which we collect and handle as well as withdraw your consent.  
 
For more information on how we may handle Personal Data in connection with our events and further information on your rights, please refer to 
our Data Protection Notice for External Events. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns on the above, please reach out to the IOM Office or Department organizing the event at 
emnaustria@iom.int. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.emn.at/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/iom-data-protection-notice-for-iom-external-events-long-version.pdf
mailto:emnaustria@iom.int

