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• Every year 4 thematic EMN studies

• Study proposal from EMN Belgium

• 26 National reports, incl Norway and

Switzerland

• Comparative report (October 2019)





BIP travelling to the country of origin risk 

losing IP status

• No automatic loss of IP (all MS except HU) 

• can lead to a reassessment of the IP needs

• could be an indication that IP is not or no 

longer justified

• No formal prohibition to travel to COO

• Informed in brochure 

Not indicated on travel document (<-> e.g. AT, FR, DE)



Review of need for international protection?

Contacting the authorities of 

COO

Yes

No

Travelling to COO

Yes

Yes

Refugee

Beneficiary of subsidiary

protection … unless the authorities are 

directly responsible for risk of 

serious harm





Immigration Office

Central contact point

Initiates requests to

end IP status

Asylum authority CGRS

International Protection Status

CALL = Appeal body 

Immigration Office

- Residence rights

- Return decision

CALL = Appeal body



Political focus in recent years in BE

• In some other European states also a priority 
(AT, BE, DE, IT, NL, SK, CH, NO)

• BE: Focus on information gathering / exchange + follow-
up



End of international protection status ?
in the context of travels to the country of origin

• For Belgium – terminology used: 

• Cessation (FR: Abrogation/NL: Opheffing)

= status ceases to apply 

IP is no longer needed or justified

• Withdrawal (FR: Retrait/NL: Intrekking)

= status should have never been granted
End of IP status

revocation

withdrawal

cessation



End of international protection status ?
Legal grounds in the context of travels to the country of origin

Refugee status Subsidiary Protection

Cessation
Article 55/3 Immigration Act

situations in article 1C of the Geneva 

Convention
(Voluntary re-availment of the

protection of the country of nationality,

Voluntary re-establisment)

Article 55/5 Immigration Act

change in circumstances 

in the country of origin (sufficiently 

significant and of a non-temporary nature)

Withdrawal
Article 55/3/1§2 2° Immigration Act

cases of fraud 

or in case the personal conduct of the 

person indicates afterwards the lack of 

a protection need 

Article 55/5/1§2 2° Immigration Act

cases of fraud

or in case the personal conduct of the 

person indicates afterwards the lack of a 

protection need



Ending residence rights ? 
in the context of travels to COO

• No automatic end of residence rights (<-> in 1/3 MS, e.g. NL)

• In BE limited in time after cessation (FR: abrogation / NL: opheffing): 

• A decision ending IP does not necessarly lead to removal (other grounds for legal stay, non-
refoulement, art 3 ECHR)

Immigration Office

• As long as the person has a residence permit of limited duration (except)

After cessation

• At any time !

After withdrawal



• Between 2016 – 2018, the Immigration 

Office requested the CGRS in 408 cases to 

end international protection status

• By the end of 2018, out of these requests

• 168 received a first instance decision ending 

status (114 final)

• 115 maintained status

• 2 annulled

• 123 still pending

Statistical data on end of international protection status
in the context of travels to the country of origin
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